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          Jeff Cohen Advice and Training
An Update on Mental Health Law

Outline Programme

Aim
The aim of this programme is to provide refresher training for Mental Health Act practitioners to keep up to date with developments in legal, ethical and practice issues in the operation of the Mental Health Act 1983.
Objectives
By the end of the programme participants will:
· have examined the impact of the 2007 changes to Mental Health Act
· be aware of key case law decisions

· have considered their practice in relation to the interface between the Mental Health Act and the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards
· have had the opportunity to discuss assessments that have raised difficult points of law
The areas to be covered could include:

· What difference have the amendments to the Mental Health Act made to practice?
· Significant mental health law cases since the implementation of the Mental Health Act 2007 covering, for example:
· AMHP Practice

· Nearest Relative Issues

· Human Rights Act – the continuing impact

· Mental Health Tribunals

· DoLS – areas of difficulty in practice

· Facts and Figures

1) Trends in admissions under the MHA

1) Why are DoLS not being used as much as expected?
1) Why are CTOs being used more than expected?
· Supervised Community Treatment
· The Development of the IMHA Service

· Monitoring Mental Health Legislation and Services

· The CQC’s 2009 survey of mental health acute inpatient services
· CQC’s First Annual Report: Monitoring the use of the MHA 2009 / 10
· Coercion and Consent – Mental Health Act Commission’s Thirteenth Biennial Report 2007 - 2009

Participants will also be encouraged to discuss their own practice dilemmas.

