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                Jeff Cohen Advice and Training

The Mental Capacity Act 2005: The Legal Framework and Practical Implications

This workshop examines the key provisions of the Mental Capacity Act, including the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS), which come into effect on April 1st 2009. It will equip participants with awareness and understanding, not only of the new legislation but also of real-life situations in which it operates.

Aims

· to ensure an understanding of how the Mental Capacity Act provides a statutory framework to empower and protect vulnerable people over 16 who are not able to make their own decisions.  
· to ensure an understanding of DoLS so that vulnerable people are not deprived of their liberty unless it is necessary in their best interests.

Objectives - by the end of the workshop, participants will…

· know how to assess and record capacity

· recognize the need to maintain the balance between a person’s right to make their own decisions and the need to protect them from exploitation and harm

· be aware of the need for decisions to be made in accordance with the ‘best interests’ of the person without capacity

· be aware of lasting powers of attorney

· be aware of the role of Office of the Public Guardian and the Court of Protection

· be aware of the role of the Independent Mental Capacity Advocate (IMCA)
· know the essential requirements for advance decisions to be valid

· recognise when the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards need to be considered

· understand what is meant by a deprivation of liberty

· understand what can be done to reduce the risk of deprivation of liberty
· know how and when a deprivation of liberty is authorised

· be familiar with the roles and responsibilities of the managing and supervisory authorities

· be aware of the roles of the IMCA and the relevant person representative

· know about the review and ending of authorisations

